Progression Documents
Geography
Curriculum Overview:
At Spalding St Paul’s Primary School, we want all of our children to be PROUD of all their achievements and successes across all curriculum subjects.
Our curriculum enables children to achieve their own PERSONAL EXCELLENCE through a well-tailored programme designed for all to access.
Our curriculum is designed for children to show RESPECT for what they are learning, themselves, others, beliefs and the world around them.
Our curriculum gives children a range of OPPORTUNITIES to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding.
Our curriculum is UNIQUELY designed to incorporate our diverse school, our community and the world we live in.
Our curriculum enables children to DISCOVER key skills and knowledge to help them become lifelong learners.

Intent

Implementation

Impact

Early years Foundation Stage:
In EYFS the framework is organised across 7 areas of learning
rather than subject areas. As part of this document we have
planned how the skills taught across EYFS feed into the
national curriculum and which statements from the 2020
Development Matters are prerequisite skills for geography
within the National Curriculum.

The Early years Foundation Stage (EYFS) follows the
‘Development Matters’ in the EYFS guidance.
In EYFS geography is taught as part of ‘Understanding
of the World’ and will be seen as part of the
continuous and adult lead provision across the
classroom, not as a discrete subject.

Impact is measured through regular learning walks,
lesson visits, work scrutiny and pupil voice.

KS1 and KS2:
In KS1 and KS2 the geography curriculum has been designed to
cover all of the skills, knowledge and understanding as set out
in the National Curriculum. The National Curriculum states
that ‘a high-quality geography education should inspire in
pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its
people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives’.

In KS1 and KS2, geography is taught as a discreet
subject, every week, every other term to allow time to
embed skills in the subject.

Children will be able to talk about the skills and
knowledge they have acquired, through pupil voice,
and will be engaged in lessons and want to find out
more.

To ensure that pupils develop a secure knowledge that they
can build on, our geography curriculum has been mapped out
using our Key Concepts.
When covering each of these strands, the content will be
carefully organised by each year group through our subject
overview.
Content knowledge, vocabulary and skills will then be planned
for at a greater level of detail in the Year group Frameworks.
Geography is delivered through subject specific teaching
organised into blocks under a theme. Meaningful links with
other subjects are made to strengthen connections and
understanding for pupils.

All learning will start by revisiting prior knowledge. This
will be scaffolded to support children to recall previous
learning and make connections. Staff will model
explicitly the subject-specific vocabulary, knowledge
and skills relevant to the learning to allow them to
integrate new knowledge into larger concepts.
Learning will be supported through the use of
knowledge organisers that provide children with
scaffolding that supports them to retain new facts and
vocabulary in their long-term memory. Knowledge
organisers are used for pre-teaching, to support home
learning and also as a part of daily review.

Work will show that a range of topics are being
covered as well as progression across each unit of work
in every year group and across year groups.

Teachers will use Assessment for Learning to ensure all
lessons are relevant and will help to plan for next
steps.
Subject coordinators will be given regular time to
ensure resources are kept up to date, to monitor their
subject across the school, create action plans and
impact reports and to provide subject feedback to SLT
as appropriate.

Breadth of Study
Breadth of Study EYFS:
Three and Four
Year-Olds

Mathematics

Understanding the World

Reception

Understanding the World

ELG

Understanding
the World

People, Culture
and Communities

The Natural
World

• Understand position through words alone. For example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no
pointing.
• Describe a familiar route.
• Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’.
• Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.
• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living
things.
• Know that there are different countries in the work and talk about the differences they have
experienced or seen in photos.
• Draw information from a simple map.
• Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.
• Explore the natural world around them
• Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.
• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, nonfiction texts and maps.
• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries,
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps.
• Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting
environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the
seasons.

Breadth of study Key Stage 1:
Pupils should be taught about:
• name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans
• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas
• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a
contrasting non-European country
• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South
Poles
• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:
-key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather
-key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage
• use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of
features and routes on a map
• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in
a key
• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding
environment.

Breadth of study Key Stage 2:
Pupils should be taught about:
• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental
regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities
• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and
Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)
• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European
country, and a region within North or South America
• describe and understand key aspects of:
- physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle
- human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food,
minerals and water
• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United
Kingdom and the wider world
• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and
graphs, and digital technologies.

Key Concepts
Human and Physical patterns

Location Knowledge

Place Knowledge

This concept involves understanding the
geographical location of places.

This concept involves understanding the
geographical location of places and their
physical and human features.

This concept involves understanding the
relationships between the physical features
of places and the human activity within them,
and the appreciation of how the world’s
natural resources are used and transported.

Geographical skills and fieldwork
This concept involves understanding
geographical representations, vocabulary
and techniques.

Year 1
Know the world has continents and
oceans.

Geographical Skills
and Fieldwork

Human and Physical
Patterns

Place
Knowledge

Locational
Knowledge

Know the 4 countries of the UK

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Name, locate and identify characteristics
of the 4 countries and capital cities of
the United Kingdom and its surrounding
seas

Name and locate counties and cities of
the United Kingdom, geographical
regions and their identifying human and
physical characteristics, key to
topographical features (including hills,
mountains, coasts and rivers), and landuse patterns; and understand how some
of these aspects have changed over time

Locate the world’s countries, using maps
to focus on Europe (including the
location of Russia) concentrating on
their environmental regions, key
physical and human characteristics,
countries, and major cities

Locate the world’s countries, using maps
to focus on South America,
concentrating on their environmental
regions, key physical and human
characteristics, countries, and major
cities

Locate the world’s countries, using maps
to focus on America, concentrating on
their environmental regions, key
physical and human characteristics,
countries, and major cities

Identify the position and significance of
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere,

Identify the position and significance of
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time
zones (including day and night)

Identify the position and significance of
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic
and Antarctic Circle, the
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time
zones (including day and night)

Name and locate the world’s 7
continents and 5 oceans

Identify the position and significance of
latitude, longitude, Equator

Understand geographical similarities and
differences through studying the human
and physical geography of their Local
area

Understand geographical similarities and
differences through studying the human
and physical geography of a small area
of the United Kingdom, and of a small
area in a contrasting non-European
country

Understand geographical similarities and
differences through the study of human
and physical geography of a region of
the United Kingdom

Understand geographical similarities and
differences through the study of human
and physical geography of a European
country,

Understand geographical similarities and
differences through the study of human
and physical geography of a region in
South America

Understand geographical similarities and
differences through the study of human
and physical geography of a region in
North America

Use basic geographical vocabulary to
refer to:
Key physical features, including: beach,
cliff, coast, forest, hill, river, soil, season
and weather
key human features, including: city,
town, village, farm, house, office, and
shop

Identify seasonal and daily weather
patterns in the United Kingdom and the
location of hot and cold areas of the
world in relation to the Equator and the
North and South Poles

Describe and understand key aspects of:
physical geography, including: climate
zones, rivers

Describe and understand key aspects of:
physical geography, including: climate
zones, rivers, volcanos and the water
cycle

Describe and understand key aspects of:
physical geography, including climate
zones, mountains, biomes and
vegetation belts.

Describe and understand key aspects of:
Physical geography, including: climate
zones, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and
earthquakes

human geography, including: types of
settlement and land use, economic
activity including trade links, and the
distribution of natural resources
including energy, food, minerals and
water

human geography, including: types of
settlement and land use, economic
activity including trade links, and the
distribution of natural resources
including energy, food, minerals and
water

human geography, including: types of
settlement and land use, economic
activity including trade links, and the
distribution of natural resources
including energy, food, minerals and
water

Use maps, atlases, globes and
digital/computer mapping to locate
countries and describe features studied

Use maps, atlases, globes and
digital/computer mapping to locate
countries and describe features studied

Use maps, atlases, globes and
digital/computer mapping to locate
countries and describe features studied

Use the 8 points of a compass, 4- figure
grid references, symbols and key
(including the use of Ordnance Survey
maps) to build their knowledge of the
Europe.

Use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6figure grid references, symbols and key
(including the use of Ordnance Survey
maps) to build their knowledge of the
wider world

Use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6figure grid references, symbols and key
(including the use of Ordnance Survey
maps) to build their knowledge of the
United Kingdom and the wider world

Use simple locational and directional
language [for example, near and far, left
and right], to describe the location of
features and routes on a map
Use simple fieldwork and observational
skills to study the geography of their
school and its grounds and the key
human and physical features of its
surrounding environment

Use basic geographical vocabulary to
refer to:
Key physical features, including: beach,
cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea,
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation,
season and weather
key human features, including: city,
town, village, factory, farm, house,
office, port, harbour and shop
Use world maps, atlases and globes to
identify the United Kingdom and its
countries, as well as the countries,
continents and oceans studied at this
key stage
Use simple compass directions (north,
south, east and west) and locational and
directional language [for example, near
and far, left and right], to describe the
location of features and routes on a map
Use aerial photographs and plan
perspectives to recognise landmarks and
basic human and physical features;
devise a simple map; and use and
construct basic symbols in a key

human geography, including: types of
settlement and land use

Use maps, atlas and globes to locate
countries and describe features studied
Use the 8 points of a compass, 4- figure
grid references, symbols and key
(including the use of Ordnance Survey
maps) to build their knowledge of the
United Kingdom.
Use fieldwork to observe, measure
record and present the human and
physical features in the local area using a
range of methods, including sketch
maps, plans and graphs, and digital
technologies

GEOGRAPHY OVERVIEW
Summer

Year 1

Autumn
Me and My School

Spring
My Local Area
Places Significant to Me

Coastal Exploration

Year 2

Let’s Explore: We are Great Britain!

7 Continents
5 Oceans

Africa
Small area of a Non-European Country: Kenya

Year 3

The UK:
Local area study

The UK:
Types of Settlement and land use

The UK:
Countries, Counties and Cities

Year 4

Europe:
Our European Neighbors

Europe:
Water Worlds

Year 5

South America:
Mountains

Europe:
Regional Study of a European Country: Italy /
Sicily
South America

Year 6

North America:
Extreme Earth

North America

South America:
Regional Study: Rainforests, Brazil
North America:
Regional Study of North America: Mexico

